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Overview 

The Cross-Party Group on Violence Against Women and Children exits to draw attention to and debate 

the issues impacting women and children experiencing all forms of violence against women, domestic 

abuse and sexual violence across Wales. The group convened 4 times over the course of the last year 

and used these meetings to focus on a number of issues, including; progress on policy, Survivor voices 

to power, a joint meeting with the CPG on women on dignity and respect: end gender based violence 

in the workplace and an extraordinary meeting of the CPG with guest speaker New Zealand 

government minister Jan Logie MP to discuss the VAWDASV (2015) Act. 

Attendance at the meetings over the year has been made up of political representatives, third sector 

support services, national charities, Welsh Women’s Aid’s membership of specialist sector support 

services and members of Welsh Women’s Aid Survivors, Empowering and Educating Services (SEEds) 

survivor group. 

Officers: 

Co-Chairs: Bethan Sayed AM and Mark Isherwood AM  

Secretariat: Gwendolyn Sterk, Welsh Women’s Aid 
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Summary of Meetings 

Meeting 1: 9th July 2018 – Extraordinary meeting of the Cross Party Group on Violence against 

Women and Children  

Attendees: 

Mark Isherwood AM (co-Chair),  Joyce Watson AM, Ann Jones AM (Deputy Presiding Officer National 

Assembly for Wales), Gwendolyn Sterk (Welsh Women’s Aid), Catherine Phillips (Welsh Women’s Aid), 

Simon Borja (Safer Wales), Gauri Taylor-Nayar (Survivor Representative), Menna Thomas (Barnardos 

Cymru), Sam Lewis (Llamau), Hilary Watson (WEN Wales) Eleri Butler (Welsh Women’s Aid) 

 

Meeting Business: 

The cross party group convened an extraordinary group to meet with New Zealand Minister, Jan Logie 

MP during her fact finding visit to Wales to discuss the VAWDASV (2015) Act. The New Zealand 

government were looking at establishing a new family violence and sexual violence dedicated agency 

to work across the government to focus on improving government responses to gender based violence 

and to instigate work on preventing this violence in a more co-ordinated way. Jan Logie MP and her 

team came to Wales to meet with key people and organisations who were involved in the VAWDASV 

(2015) Act and those involved in and monitoring its implementation. As part of this visit they 

requested a meeting with members of the CPG to hear our views and experiences. The group 

discussed the role it played in the development of the VAWDASV (Wales) Act, such as the role of the 

National Advisors, ensuring the Act had a gendered perspective and the need for a Whole Education 

approach. Following implementation of the Act, the group has written to ministers to highlight 

concerns on delivery, funding and the impact of Westminster polices on survivors in Wales.  

Jan Logie MP talked about the changes in New Zealand including drivers from survivors of abuse to 

change the public perception of violence against women and the imminent legislation allowing 

survivors to have 10 days paid leave.   
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Meeting 2: 17th July 2018 – Progress on Policy  

Attendees: 

Mark Isherwood AM (co-chair), Bethan Sayed AM (co-chair), Jane Hutt AM, David Rowland AM, 

Gwendolyn Sterk (Welsh Women’s Aid), Joanne Hopkins (Home Office), Nazir Afzal (National Advisor 

for VAWDASV), Catherine Phillips (Welsh Women’s Aid), Helen Jones (Atal y Fro), Morgan Fackrell 

(Cardiff Women’s Aid), Vivienne Laing (NSPCC), Elinor Crouch-Puzey (Welsh Women’s Aid), Frances 

Beecher (Llamau), Sarah Thomas (NFWI), Rebecca Powell (Home Office Wales), Gauri (SEEdS), Julie 

(SEEdS), Hilary (SEEdS) 

Meeting Business:  

Joanne Hopkins updated the group on the UK Government Transforming the Response to Domestic 

Abuse consultation and key themes emerging from feedback, including; discussion of the scope of the 

legislation being limited to domestic abuse, concerns over the remit of the Domestic Abuse 

Commissioner, need for sufficient funding, need to address the discrepancies between family and 

criminal courts, challenges around bail conditions for perpetrators and proposals for the 

criminalisation of breaches of protection orders. Nazir Afzal outlined the Welsh Government Delivery 

Framework for the VAWDASV national strategy and discussed concerns with speed of delivery of the 

Act, particularly in terms of the development of national indicators. Catherine Phillips from Welsh 

Women’s Aid updated the group on policy related to children and young people and provided 

feedback from children and young people on what they want to change. Catherine also confirmed that 

focus groups with SEEds members had informed the concerns raised in the DA Bill consultation about 

the family courts; with training, particularly around coercive control fundamental to improvement. 

Co-Chair Bethan Sayed AM, highlighted the public enquiry into undercover Police who formed 

relationships with women activists. She is concerned about slow progress and the need for more AMs 

to sign the circulated letter.  

Actions: 

• Group agreed a letter will be drafted to Alun Davies AM regarding procurement within local 

authorities. 

• Group agreed to share the letter the public enquiry into undercover Police with members to 

encourage more AMs to support and sign. 
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Meeting 3: 17th October 2018 – Survivor Voices to Power  

Attendees: 

Bethan Sayed AM (co-chair), Helen Mary Jones AM Hilary Watson (WEN Wales), Gwilym Roberts 

(Relate), Mutale Merrill (BAWSO), Carole Phillips, Catherine Phillips (Welsh Women’s Aid), Kay Lemon 

(Welsh Women’s Aid), Elinor Crouch-Puzey (Welsh Women’s Aid), Gauri (SEEds), Hilary (SEEds), 

Bethan (SEEds) 

Meeting Business: 

Representatives from the SEEdS project presented their review of the cross government approach to 

addressing VAWDASV informed from their experiences. Gauri from SEEds highlighted the value of 

input from survivors into meetings and policy. Bethan from SEEds talked about her theatre production 

35 Times and the impact it has had and how she hopes it reaches more young people to help work 

towards a better understanding of healthy relationships. Hilary from SEEds talked about the lack of 

training and understanding within schools of the impact of abuse on children and her own experience 

of this. Other points highlighted included the need for GPs to be more aware of changes in presenting 

patterns and how this could be a result of abuse at home and perpetrators controlling interaction with 

health professionals, such as accompanying survivors to every appointment or speaking for them.  

Actions: 

• Meeting agreed Kirsty Williams AM to be approached about the importance of compulsory 

VAWDASV training in schools.  

• Bethan Sayed AM highlighted that a review of eating disorders across Wales has backing from 

Vaughan Gething, therefore there may be scope to develop a similar review around abuse and 

GP responses. WWA to follow up with Bethan. 

• WWA to consider Standards Committee input in terms of dignity and respect for the joint CPG 

with women. 
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Meeting 4: 27th October 2018 – Dignity and Respect: End gender based violence in the workplace  

Attendees: 

Jane Hutt AM (Co-chair – CPG on women), Sian Gwenllian AM (Co-chair – CPG on women), Mark 

Isherwood AM (Co-chair – CPG on VAWC), Jayne Bryant AM, Yasmin Khan (National Advisor), 

Catherine Fookes (WEN Wales), Hilary Watson (WEN Wales), Elinor Crouch-Puzey (Welsh Women’s 

Aid), Gwendolyn Sterk (Welsh Women’s Aid), Gauri Taylor-Nayar (SEEdS), Mutale Merrill (Bawso), 

Maria Mesa (Women Connect First), Chisimoro Phiri (NUS Wales), Cerith Rhys-Jones (NUS Wales), 

Vivienne Laing (NSPCC Cymru), Rachel Cable (Oxfam Cymru), Crash Wigley (Stonewall Cymru), Sarah 

Thomas (NFWI Wales), Helen Mary Jones AM, Leanne Wood AM, Becs Parker (AM Support Staff John 

Griffiths), Jackie Jones (Wales Assembly of Women), Phoebe Owen (WEN Wales), Llinos Price 

(Individual), Polly Winn (Chwarae Teg), Hilary Roberts (SEEdS) 

Meeting Business:  

Yasmin Khan discussed the three themes running through Welsh Government’s work: Prevent, 

Protection & Support. The need for a joined-up approach and response to survivors from different 

services, a better understanding of sexual violence and the need for improved joint work in health. 

She confirmed SRE is an area for prioritising. Jayne Bryant AM, Chair of the Standards of Conduct 

Committee, discussed the work of the committee to develop the Dignity and Respect policy and 

ensure that there is a cultural change that enables reporting and prevention. Gwendolyn Sterk – Welsh 

Women’s Aid and Catherine Fookes – WEN Wales: discussed the pervasiveness of sexual harassment 

as a form of VAWDASV and the need for perpetrators’ behaviour to be challenged. Sexual harassment 

is a cause and consequence of gender inequality, which means that linking Dignity and Respect 

agendas to the Gender Equality Review in Wales is important. WEN Wales discussed the Women’s 

Manifesto and the need to end gender based violence in the workplace and how 50:50 gender balance 

is needed in the National Assembly and at local government level.  

Actions: 

• Write to the Standards Commissioner and arrange follow up meeting  

• Examples of international research which may be relevant on good standards practice to be 

submitted to the Standards Committee  

• Circulate draft plan for the 50:50 campaign from the CPG on Women (WEN Wales) 

• National Advisors to be asked about their and Welsh Officials’ engagement with the UK 

Government’s Domestic Abuse Bill (Welsh Women’s Aid) 

• Chairs and Secretariats to assist the Standards Committee in following through the ‘Creating 

the right Culture ‘ report  included looking at the timelines  
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Annual Financial Statement 

19th January 2019 

Cross Party Group on Violence against Women and Children 

Co-chairs: Bethan Sayed AM and Mark Isherwood AM 

Secretariat: Gwendolyn Sterk, Welsh Women’s Aid 

Group’s Expenses.  £0.00 

Costs of all goods. Refreshments (teas 

and coffees) funded 

by Welsh Women’s 

Aid 

£29.10 

Benefits received by the group or 

individual Members from outside bodies. 

No benefits received.  £0.00 

Any secretariat or other support.  No financial support 

received. 

£0.00 

Total cost £29.10 

 

 

 


